
A few years ago, as I was nearing the end 
of my seminary education out in California, 
I met a man who was a very successful 
insurance broker. He was a legend in the 
industry. One day he told me how he got 
his start. As a young insurance broker 40+ 
years ago, he had the opportunity to offer 
commercial insurance to one of the largest 
gas station chains in the state. He got the 
sale! With that single account, he became 
wealthy and experienced financial freedom. 
As he told me the story, it became clear that 
this moment was what defined his career and 
directed much of the rest of his life. He looked 
at me intently and explained how great it was 
to have enough money to do whatever you 

wanted. He wanted me to have that same 
experience. It sounded very alluring, and 
for a season, I got wrapped up in it, but God 
made it clear that insurance brokerage wasn't 
my calling, so eventually, I moved on and 
refocused on ministry. 

Financial freedom and the pursuit of 
financial freedom can become idols if we 
aren't careful. The Bible tells us in Proverbs 
that "he who trusts in his riches will fall." I'm 
writing about this today because, if you're 
like me, the last year has become increasingly 
difficult for all of us with the continued 
pressure of rising prices due to inflation. I feel 
like every time I shop for anything, eat out, 
or buy gas, I experience the financial squeeze 
just a little bit more. It's easy to start wishing, 
hoping, and even idolizing financial freedom 
in times like these. It's easy to start thinking, 
"if I could just have a little more, everything 
would be ok."  Have you felt this way? 

Today God reminded me that trusting 
in riches, seeking comfort in riches, or any 
other misguided approach towards riches 
will always be a fruitless endeavor! I want to 

encourage you this month to remember and 
have an attitude like Habakkuk. Here's what 
he said in Habakkuk 3:17-19:

17 Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,

18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will be joyful in God my Savior.

 19 The Sovereign Lord is my strength;
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
he enables me to tread on the heights.

As the price of everything gets sky-high, 
let's remember to keep our eyes on Jesus!  We 
may all be broke together, but we've still got 
Jesus, and He's always taken care of us, and 
that's NOT GONNA CHANGE!

Blessed are the Broke!
  Pastor Greg
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2023 Budget  
Presentation Schedule

Budget brochures are available 
in the church office and at the 

sanctuary doors.
Wednesday, November 9  

@ 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
A Special Called Business Meeting 
will be held to discuss the proposed 

2023 budget. We will also vote 
on a recommendation from the 

Nominating Committee regarding 
committee members for next year.  

Sunday, November 13 @ 11:30 am
A Special Called Business meeting 

to vote on the budget (without 
discussion) at conclusion of the 

morning worship service.

FBC Thanksgiving Lunch FBC Thanksgiving Lunch 
Sunday, November 13, 11:45 am

 McBride Fellowship Hall
The meal will be provided by The Hamptons The meal will be provided by The Hamptons 
Kitchen & Catering with donations accepted Kitchen & Catering with donations accepted 
to offset the cost. to offset the cost. 

Contributions over the Contributions over the 
total will be used for total will be used for 

future benevolence needs.  future benevolence needs.  



October has flown by so quickly, and like in previous months, we have stayed busy 
and have had fun. During October, our lesson focus on Wednesday nights has been 
about identity, and Sunday mornings, our theme has been wisdom. Both themes have 
been so valuable to our youth and the different challenges they face. During Wednesday 
night, we learned that we are created by God for a specific purpose, and we can trust our 
creator with our lives. The four main ideas we have explored include: because of who 
God is, we can trust how he made us, we can do difficult things, we can embrace the 
unknown, and we can take risks for others. On Sundays, 
we have been going through the book of 2 Timothy. 

We have studied the mentoring relationship Paul had with 
Timothy. Paul exchanged wisdom with Timothy and taught 
him how to keep going strong in his faith. Timothy and Paul 
were active in spreading the teachings of Christ, and Paul knew 
Timothy would need guidance and wisdom. Our students have 
learned that they, too, can share and exchange wisdom with 
others, even though they are young. Our four themes include 
the following: We can exchange wisdom by helping each other 
discover our gifts, developing discernment, getting equipped, 
and finding strength. Not only can we spread wisdom, but we 
also need people in our lives to share godly wisdom with us. 

On Sunday, October 16, I took the youth on our annual 
pumpkin patch trip. We explored Pecan Creek Farm and Ranch and experienced all 
they had to offer. We enjoyed the outdoor games, obstacle course, petting zoo, play 
equipment, and corn maze. After, we picked out our pumpkins and headed back to the 
CLC to paint them. Each year, I am impressed with their creativity. As always, our group 
had a great time of fellowship. I am heading into the Thanksgiving season with many 
things to be thankful for, especially my highly energetic and awesome group of teens!
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Last Wednesday was a normal day. I walked into my office, sat down at my desk, and 
tried to log in to my computer.

No luck. Not only could I not log in, I couldn't even get the machine to power on! 
There's no reviving this one; it's dead on arrival.

This was a huge setback. I use that computer for lots of tasks, and now I didn't even 
know where to begin! This small failure had the potential to ruin my whole week.

In our Wednesday evening Bible study, "Don't Give the Enemy a Seat at the Table," it 
really stuck out to me from session 1 that we are to "taste and see" God's goodness. This 
idea is also found in Psalm 34: "O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed 
is the man who takes refuge in Him!"

When we remember God's goodness, all of the other things of this world just don't have the same kind of impact on us. When we 
taste and see God's presence in the midst of our struggles great and small, we can remember that He is always with us. He will never 
leave us nor forsake us, and all of our troubles take on a different light. 

My prayer is that we would remember Psalm 23:1 in the face of any adversity. "The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing." Whether 
it's a car that won't start, a computer that won't boot, or any number of things that get us off track, the Lord is our shepherd and 
cares for all of our needs.

REACHREACHing ing 
StudentsStudents

Erin Erin 
MedinaMedina

Josh Josh 
PowellPowell

TETE
WORTHYWORTHY

NN
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One of the most important parts of any play is what happens "behind the scenes." There's 
lighting, wardrobe, casting, and playwriting — so much has to happen perfectly to bring 
the production together! In the story of Esther, a whole lot is going on behind the scenes, 
too. It is fun to see unnamed things that impact the story significantly. 

In this four-week series, kids will discover that the essential character in Esther's story 
isn't always center-stage but can often be found behind the scenes working, helping, giving 
support, and giving peace. (Spoiler alert: It's God!)

This month we will learn about some things that God does every day, things that we 
may not always notice. In the story of Esther, we will see the behind-the-scenes- work 
of a loving God who gives support, peace, and courage to do good. Do others know your story and how God has worked in your life? 

Lessons this month:
Scene 1- Esther Becomes Queen: Esther 2:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17. Big Idea: God works behind the scenes.
Scene 2- Mordecai and Haman: Esther 3:1-6; 6:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13. Big Idea: God helps us do good behind the scenes. 
Scene 3- Mordecai Asks Esther to Help: Esther 3:8-4:17; Colossians 1:9-17. Big Idea: God gives us support behind the scenes.
Scene 4- Esther Talks to the King: Esther 5:1-8, 7:1-6; 8:-18; Psalm 122:6-9. Big Idea: God gives us peace behind the scenes. 

FBC
Kids

Melodie
Penland

With every lesson 
on Sundays and 
Wednesdays, FBC 
Kids have a game, 
activity or craft 
that reinforces the 
main point. 

In October, they 
"uncovered the 
writing on the 
wall" and created 
a fiery furnace as 
they learned that 
they are not alone 
as they go through 
hard times. 

The Pumpkin Gospel showed the kids how Jesus can 
clean out the yucky stuff, make them a new creation 
and use them to shine His light in a dark world. 

Children, Youth Children, Youth 
    & Young Families*    & Young Families*

FriendsFriends

Friday, November 4
5:30-8:30pm

 FBC Lake Cabin
2018 Willow Dr.

The main dish will be provided; please 
bring a side dish or dessert to share. 
Invite your friends and enjoy a great 

time of fellowship with other families. 

givinggiving
Potluck Potluck 
DinnerDinner

*Please note that this is a family event and 
not a children and youth drop off activity. 
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November 1
No FBC Birthdays

November 2
Romelia Herrera
Bryan Spraggins

November 3
Don Ball

November 4
No FBC Birthdays

November 5
No FBC Birthdays

November 6
Shirley Dobson

November 7
Calvin Featherston

Alan Hill

November 8
Sue Havins

Lawrence Wilson

November 9
Shelby Flores
Skylar Jenkins

November 10
Evelyn Estes

Audrey Truelove

November 11
Gary Allen
Alex Byrd

Conner Pence 

November 12
Emily Nikolauk

November 13
Russell Roseman

November 14
Dudra Butler

Grayson Currie
Darlene Stokes

November 15
No FBC Birthdays

November 16
Janice White

November 17
Wanda Black

Zoraya Herrera
Dale Nichols

Matthew Sharp 

November 18
Luis Ayon

Bessie Schenk

November 19
No FBC Birthdays

November 20
Sandra Crotwell
Sandra Nichols

November 21
Gabe Nikolauk

November 22
June Heck

Michael Williams

November 23
Sandy Meeks

November 24
Billy Sanchez

November 25
Joyanna Chambliss

Sue Curtis
Julie Dusckas

Sharon McDonough
Kelly McGowen

November 26
No FBC Birthdays

November 27
No FBC Birthdays 

November 28
Steve Alvey

Jeannie McCleer
David Noble

November 29 
Arlen White

November 30
Caleb Wright

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT
October 2
FBC Sunday School
     Attendance 189
October 9
FBC Sunday School
     Attendance 186

October 16
FBC Sunday School
     Attendance 158

October 23
FBC Sunday School
     Attendance 171

STEWARDSHIP REPORT

As of October 23, 2022 
October Budget Needs $127,230.10 
October Budget Gifts $126,709.79
YTD Budget Needs $1,094,178.83
YTD Tithes & Offerings $1,305,742.36
2022 Budget $1,323,193.00

Our new members...

FBC WELCOMES

John & Catherine Hollingsworth joined 
on Sunday, October 2, by letter from 
Hillcrest Baptist Church in El Paso.

Russell & Susie Michel joined by  
letter from a sister church in the city  

on Sunday, October 9.

J.D & Liz Pepper joined on Sunday, 
October 16, by letter from South Georgia  

Baptist Church in Amarillo.

Family & friends of Peggy Hembree who 
passed away on October 17.

Greer & Glenda Willis in the death of her 
nephew, Paul Kelso, on October 13.

Roland Williams & family in the death of 
his cousin. 

Family & friends of Joe Sabine who passed 
away on September 24.

We express our deepest sympathy to 
those who lost loved ones:

WITH SYMPATHY

We share our joy with...
CONGRATULATIONS

Zach & Heather Knappe in the birth of their 
son, Harrison Wayne, on August 10. Proud 
grandparents are Craig & Lindy Knappe. 

November 2
Guiso, beans, rice, cole slaw, and dessert

November 9
BBQ chicken, brown sugar roasted  

carrots, salad, rolls, and  
cinnamon bread pudding 

November 16
Pizza, salad, and dessert

November 23
No Wednesday night activities

November 30
TBD

Dinner reservations must be made each week 
by Tuesday at 10 am for the following evening. 

Cost is $8/adults; children & youth free 
Menu is subject to change. 

WHAT'S FOR SUPPER?
Mid-Week Menus

FBC celebrated 
the baptism  
of Lane and 

Caden Currie on 
October 16.

MadeMade
  New  New



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
  1    

Properties
Committee, 
5:30pm, C208

  2  3   4
FBC Kids, Youth 

& Young Families 
Friendsgiving

5:30pm, LC

 5

  6   FALL BACK!
First Fellowship, 
8:30am, Atrium

Lord's Supper
10:30am, Sanc
Adult 1 OCC 

Packing Party, 
11:45am, CLC

  7    8  9  
Special Called 

Business Meeting, 
5:00pm, FH

  10 
Peru 2023 Mission 

Trip Meeting, 
6:00pm, FP

 11  
Adult 3 OCC 

Packing Party, 
5:00pm, LC

 12
Adult 4 OCC 

Packing Party, 
5:00pm,  

Wilson Hall

 13 
OCC Dedication 

Sunday, 10:30am, 
Sanc

Churchwide 
Thanksving Lunch

11:45am, FH

 14  Missions/
Evangelism  
Committee
5:15pm, Htg

 15   Finance 
Committee

5:15pm, C208

 16  Staff serves @
Neighbors Café 

Deacon 
Council, 5:15pm, 

W203

 17  18  19     

 20  21   22   23 
Church Office  

closes at noon; no 
evening activities

 24   25  26    

 27  28  Personnel 
Committee

5:15pm, C208

Lavished Women's 
Candleight 

Advent, 6:00pm, FH

 29    30 Homebound
 Luncheon, 

11:45am, CLC

  

    

The Equipper (USPS 022-556) is published 13 times a year (monthly with an extra issue each December) by First Baptist Church, 37 E Harris, San Angelo, TX 
76903. Periodicals postage paid at San Angelo, TX.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Equipper, P.O. Box 2138, San Angelo, TX 76902-2138.

Connect with Us!
Our goal is to communicate with you regularly. Please keep an eye on our various communication resources. If you have not yet subscribed to at 

least one of these, the information follows:
• Website and Email: sign up: www.firstsanangelo.org. Scroll to the bottom "Stay in Touch" to sign up for our emails.
• Text: Send the message @fbcsa to 81010.
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistSanAngelo
• YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/FirstBaptistSanAngelo (Adult Sunday School lessons are uploaded here!)
We will use these resources to communicate schedule changes, specific needs and other information as applicable. 

BRC - Baptist Retirement
CLC - Christian Life Center

FH - Fellowship Hall
FP - First Place

HR - Hospitality Room
Htg - Heritage Room

Sanc - Sanctuary
LC - Lake Cabin

 NOVEMBER 2022

Building/Room Abbreviations

Church Office Closed
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FBC MISSION MOMENTS
In our neighborhoods, in San Angelo, and around the world

National Shoebox Dedication Day ~ Sunday, November 13
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s 

love in a tangible way to children in need around the world. Through this 
project, Samaritan’s Purse partners with the local church worldwide to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ and make disciples of the nations.

Since 1993, more than 188 million children in more than 170 countries 
and territories have received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. 
The project delivers not only the joy of what, for many kids, is their first 
gift ever, but also gives them a tangible expression of God’s love.

Christmas at Neighbors Café
Christmas is around the corner, and again FBC will be giving gift bags for our friends at 

Neighbors Cafe.  We need the following items for our bags:
 ¸  Men and Women:  Crew socks, gloves, hats, and scarves
 ¸  Children:  Small games and toys
 ¸  All:  Hard candies

A collection box will be outside the church office on November 20 and 27 and December 4.  January 20 - 29, 2023
Cost: $1000/person
(includes airfare, insurance, 

lodging and meals while there)

Lodging will be at Villa Milagro   
in Cajamarca up in the Andes 
Mountains. We will be working in 
the nearby town of Jesús with a 
medical and eyeglass clinic as well 
as having door-to-door evangelism 
teams. We will also be helping to 
start a church in that area. Currently, 
there is not a Baptist church in this 
area, so this team will also help with 
the groundwork which will hopefully 
lead to a church start. 

There will be an Interest/Q&A 
Meeting on  Thursday, November 10   
at 6pm in First Place, 14 E Harris, to 
get more details about the trip. 

For more information, see Kerry or 
Diane Peacock. 

Can't go to Perú 
but want to help?

T h e  t e a m 
will purchase 
g l a s s e s  f o r 
the clinic from 
a ministry in 
Perú, but they 
will begin collecting prescription 
glasses at the church to send 
to this ministry. Once there, the 
prescriptions will be read and the 
glasses placed into the inventory. 
While our team may not actually use 
the glasses we send, the collection 
will help offset the cost  for us and 
will help the ministry for future use.

Glasses will be collected beginning 
Sunday, November 6 in boxes outside 
the church office and in the atrium. 

Mission Trip
California

Plans are being made for a Summer 2023 trip 
to the San Francisco Bay area. Contact Pastor 
Greg if you are interested in more information 
as planning progresses. 

FBC will have a float in the Concho 
Christmas Light Parade on Saturday, 
December 3 with the theme "Jesus is the 
Greatest Gift." The float will be decorated 
as a giant Red Flyer wagon. 

Children are invited to dress up as a toy and ride on the float. If you 
would like some suggestions for costumes, please contact Melodie at  
penland@fbcsanangelotx.org or 325-655-4101.

Concho Christmas 
Light Parade

Sandra Nichols 
(pictured), Jan Jeffries 

and Murf Dufresne 
recently quilted 8 quilts 
for the Pregnancy Help 
Center. The Threads of 

Blessing ministry team 
gives 4 quilts to the 
center each month. 

Give ThanksGive Thanks
to theto the  LORDLORD
for he is Good;for he is Good;

his Love endureshis Love endures

      forever.      forever.
                1 Chronicles 16:34                1 Chronicles 16:34
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Saturday, December 3
9:00 am

(Come at 8:00 if you want 
to help cook!)

FBC FEllowship Hall
Men, invite a friend and join Pastor Greg for breakfast and special guest, Pastor 
Richard Jackson! This will be a great time of fellowship with the men of FBC. Sign up 
sheets will be available soon in Sunday School or the church office. There's no cost 
to attend, but we need idea of how much food to buy and prepare. 

We attended the Women of Joy: Extravagant Grace 
Conference in Frisco October 21 - 24. Along with fantastic 
speakers, incredible worship, and a great concert, we 
had a wonderful time of fellowship. Thank you to all who 
supported fundraising opportunities to help make this 
trip more affordable!

FBC Ladies who attended were Ashley Barnett, April 
Deardorff, Zoe Deardorff, Becky Powers, Amy Breedlove, Kassi 
Chambliss, Marla Cummings, Sandy Meeks, Martha Register, 
and Elizabeth Neal. Former member Kristen Ray joined them 
at the conference. 

Lavished Women's Lavished Women's 
                           Ministry                           Ministry

Monday, November 28, 6 - 8 pm
It is so easy for women to get caught up in the hustle and bustle 
of the holiday season and lose sight of its purpose, so this year, 
the Lavished Women's Ministry is hosting a special Advent 
by Candlelight service. Each table will be uniquely decorated 
while we enjoy a meal prepared and served by men from our 
congregation. We will then have an advent service that includes 
personal testimonies and special music to allow us to slow down, 
focus on Christ, and get our hearts and minds centered as we 
move into the Christmas season. Reserve your seat on Facebook 
or by contacting the church office. Contact Ashley Barnett at 
325-276-1826 for more information.  

 Advent by Candlelight Advent by Candlelight
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OUR MINISTRY TEAM

 FBC MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 
Live at 10:30 am on KCLL 100.1 FM; Rebroadcast at 8 am on FOX West Texas (Cable Channel 10/110)  

and at 10 am on My San Angelo, Cable Channel 141

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
37 E. Harris, San Angelo, Texas  •  Mail: PO Box 2138, 76902 •  Phone: 325.655.4101 •  Fax: 325.659.2517  •  www.firstsanangelo.org

    

See page 5 for the calendar of  
meetings and other events.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
 SUNDAY
 8:30 a.m. Fellowship Time 
  (Coffee in the atrium)
  Sunday School Prayer Time
 9:00 a.m. Bible Study for all ages
 10:15 a.m. Deacon Prayer Time
 10:30 a.m. Morning Worship Service

 TUESDAY
 4:35 p.m. The ZONE, CLC

WEDNESDAY
 5:00 p.m. Mid-Week Prayer Time,   
  Fellowship Hall
 5:30 p.m. FBC Dinner, Fellowship Hall
 6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study, 
  Fellowship Hall
  FBC Kids, C116
  REACH Youth, Youth Floor
  Praise Team Rehearsal
 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAY
 9:00 a.m. Sing With Me, First Place

Melodie Penland, Children's Ministry Director Erin Medina, Youth & College Ministry Director
Greg Breedlove, Pastor Josh Powell, Minister of Music

Linda Bratcher
Organist

 AJ Deardorff
Director of Broadcast Media

Janet Faulkner 
Pianist 

Brian Thomas
Media Sound Tech

Martha Bailey 
Office Manager/Ministry Assistant

Mac McCarson 
Financial & Senior Adult Director

Becky Powers 
Pastor’s MA/Communications Director

Joanna Sturgill 
Music Ministry Assistant

Roland Williams 
Building Manager

Nominating Committee Recommendation
The Nominating Committee recommends that the following church members be elected to 

serve on church committees beginning  January 1, 2023:
Finance Committee

Term Expires 12.31.2025
Mike Nikolauk
Donna Riddle
Greer Willis

Missions & Evangelism Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2025

Zoe Deardorff
Linda Hale

Cissy Valdez

Nominating Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2025

Carson Cummings
Laylan Bratcher

Ann Williams

Personnel Committee
Term Expires 12.312023

Jennifer Wright
(filling vacated position)

Term Expires 12.31.2025
Kassie Chambliss

Debbie Conn
Patsy Porter

Properties Committee
Term Expires 12.31.2025

Larry Edgington
Charles Hafer
John Nikolauk

FBC Foundation
Term Expires 12.31.2025

Larry Howard

Fall Back
Daylight Saving Time 

ends November 6!

Text MINUTE to 325-399-3400
 to receive brief words of 

encouragement from Pastor Greg. 
Messages will be short but will 

give you something to think 
about as you go about your day!

TAKE A MINUTETAKE A MINUTE

Pastor     Pastor     
  Greg  Greg

withwith

Happy Thanksgiving from 
the staff of First Baptist Church
Happy Thanksgiving from 

the staff of First Baptist Church

Thanks be to   
 God for His
  indescribable gift!

2 Corinthians 9:15


